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(ISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀ARE฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀PART฀OF฀THE฀NATION�S฀HISTORIC฀PRESERVATION฀
PROGRAM�฀(OWEVER�฀EVEN฀PRESERVATION฀PROFESSIONALS฀AND฀CITY฀PLANNERS฀CAN฀
BECOME฀CONFUSED฀OVER฀THE฀TYPES฀OF฀DISTRICTS�฀WHAT฀THEY฀DO฀AND฀WHAT฀THEY฀
DON�T฀DO�฀,OCAL฀AND฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀ARE฀LIKE฀FRATERNAL฀
TWINS฀�฀THEY฀SHARE฀MANY฀SIMILARITIES฀BUT฀HAVE฀IMPORTANT฀DIFFERENCES�
฀ !฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICT฀IS฀AN฀AREA฀OF฀CONTIGUOUS฀RESOURCES฀�SITES�฀BUILDINGS�฀
STRUCTURES฀OR฀OBJECTS	฀UNITED฀HISTORICALLY฀OR฀AESTHETICALLY฀BY฀PLAN฀OR฀PHYSICAL฀
DEVELOPMENT�฀$ISTRICTS฀COME฀IN฀ALL฀SIZES฀AND฀SHAPES�฀4HEY฀CAN฀BE฀RESIDEN-

TIAL�฀COMMERCIAL�฀INDUSTRIAL�฀OR฀RURAL฀IN฀NATURE�฀

McNutt Rural Historic District, Rapides Parish
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Carrollton Residential Historic District, Orleans Parish
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Cinclare Sugar Mill Industrial Historic District, West Baton Rouge Parish
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Winnsboro Commercial District, Franklin Parish
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฀ )N฀,OUISIANA�฀TWO฀AUTHORITIES฀CAN฀CREATE฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀AND฀THIS฀IS฀WHY฀
THE฀CONFUSION฀ARISES�
฀฀ ,OCAL฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICT฀COMMISSIONS�฀AUTHORIZED฀BY฀THE฀STATE฀CONSTITUTION�฀
DESIGNATE฀AREAS฀WITHIN฀THEIR฀COMMUNITIES�฀4HE฀CONSTITUTION฀ALLOWS฀THESE฀COM-

MISSIONS฀TO฀CHOOSE฀THEIR฀OWN฀ELIGIBILITY฀REQUIREMENTS฀AND฀LEVEL฀OF฀REGULATION�฀
�&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀THEY฀OFTEN฀APPROVE฀OR฀DENY฀REQUESTS฀FOR฀DEMOLITIONS฀AND฀SOME-

TIMES฀REVIEW฀PROPOSED฀CHANGES฀TO฀BUILDINGS�	฀(OWEVER�฀THESE฀OPERATING฀DECI-
SIONS฀MUST฀BE฀ENDORSED฀BY฀MUNICIPAL฀OFlCIALS฀AND฀CODIlED฀IN฀LOCAL฀ORDINANCES�฀
4HERE฀ARE฀AT฀LEAST฀��฀LOCAL฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀IN฀,OUISIANA�฀0ICTURED฀ABOVE฀IS฀
"ASTROP�S฀LOCALLY฀DESIGNATED฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICT฀IN฀-OREHOUSE฀0ARISH�

฀ 4HE฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀OF฀(ISTORIC฀0LACES�฀AUTHORIZED฀BY฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀
(ISTORIC฀0RESERVATION฀!CT฀OF฀�����฀CAN฀DESIGNATE฀DISTRICTS฀ANYWHERE฀WITHIN฀
THE฀STATE�฀4HE฀FEDERAL฀LAW฀REQUIRES฀THE฀3TATE฀(ISTORIC฀0RESERVATION฀/F-
lCE฀�3(0/	฀AND฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀0ARK฀3ERVICE฀�.03	฀TO฀CO
ADMINISTER฀THE฀
PROGRAM฀AND฀PROVIDES฀SPECIlC฀ELIGIBILITY฀REQUIREMENTS฀FOR฀CANDIDATES�฀4HE฀
.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀IS฀NOT฀REGULATORY�฀!฀PRIVATE฀PROPERTY฀OWNER฀CAN฀DO฀WHAT-
EVER฀HE฀WISHES฀WITH฀HIS฀2EGISTER
LISTED฀PROPERTY฀AS฀LONG฀AS฀HE฀OBSERVES฀LOCAL฀
LAWS�฀!S฀OF฀THIS฀WRITING�฀,OUISIANA฀HAS฀��฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀
AND฀DESIGNATION฀OF฀ANOTHER฀IS฀PENDING�฀3EVERAL฀COMMUNITIES฀HAVE฀MORE฀
THAN฀ONE�฀0ICTURED฀ABOVE฀IS฀3HREVEPORT�S฀$OWNTOWN฀#OMMERCIAL฀(ISTORIC฀
$ISTRICT�฀ONE฀OF฀SEVERAL฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀DISTRICTS฀IN฀THE฀CITY�

฀ 4HE฀QUESTION฀OF฀BOUNDARY฀DElNITION฀IS฀PERHAPS฀THE฀MOST฀CONFUSING฀ISSUE฀
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS�฀,OCAL฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICT฀COMMISSIONS฀CAN฀CHOOSE฀
THEIR฀OWN฀RULES฀FOR฀ESTABLISHING฀BOUNDARIES�฀BUT฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀MUST฀
FOLLOW฀.ATIONAL฀0ARK฀3ERVICE฀GUIDELINES�฀!LTHOUGH฀AN฀AREA�S฀BOUNDARIES฀AT฀A฀
SPECIlC฀TIME฀IN฀HISTORY฀CAN฀BE฀CONSIDERED�฀VISUAL฀BARRIERS�฀VISUAL฀CHANGES฀IN฀THE฀
CHARACTER฀OF฀THE฀AREA�฀AND฀CLEARLY฀DIFFERENTIATED฀PATTERNS฀OF฀HISTORICAL฀DEVELOP-

MENT฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀IMPACT฀2EGISTER฀BOUNDARY฀CHOICES�฀%VEN฀WHEN฀
THE฀3(0/฀AND฀A฀LOCAL฀COMMISSION฀AGREE฀THAT฀AN฀AREA฀SHOULD฀BE฀DESIGNATED฀AS฀
HISTORIC�฀THE฀BOUNDARIES฀OF฀THE฀LOCAL฀AND฀2EGISTER฀DISTRICTS฀MAY฀VARY฀DUE฀TO฀THEIR฀
DIFFERENT฀SELECTION฀CRITERIA�฀.EW฀/RLEANS�฀&AUBOURG฀-ARIGNY฀IS฀A฀GOOD฀EXAMPLE฀
OF฀A฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICT฀WITH฀DIFFERENT฀LOCAL฀AND฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀BOUNDARIES�฀)N฀
ONE฀CORNER฀OF฀THE฀DISTRICT�฀THE฀LOCAL฀BOUNDARY฀FOLLOWS฀STRAIGHT฀LINES฀WHILE฀THE฀
.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀BOUNDARY฀MEANDERS฀AROUND฀THOSE฀LINES�฀0ICTURED฀ABOVE฀IS฀A฀
PORTION฀OF฀THE฀&AUBOURG฀-ARIGNY฀(ISTORIC฀$ISTRICT฀IN฀/RLEANS฀0ARISH�

฀ 4HE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀A฀RESOURCE฀WITHIN฀THE฀BOUNDARIES฀OF฀A฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀
DISTRICT฀DOES฀NOT฀GUARANTEE฀IT฀A฀PLACE฀ON฀THE฀2EGISTER�฀%ACH฀MUST฀BE฀EVALUATED฀TO฀
DETERMINE฀IF฀IT฀HAS฀THE฀AGE�฀IMPORTANCE฀AND฀INTEGRITY฀�ABILITY฀TO฀REmECT฀ITS฀IMPOR-
TANCE	฀TO฀QUALIFY�฀2ESOURCES฀LACKING฀THESE฀ESSENTIALS฀ARE฀CALLED฀NON
CONTRIBUTING฀
ELEMENTS฀OR฀INTRUSIONS�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀IN฀A฀DISTRICT฀DESIGNATED฀DUE฀TO฀ITS฀AGE฀AND฀
ARCHITECTURAL฀MERIT�฀A฀MODERN฀BUILDING฀CONSTRUCTED฀ON฀A฀VACANT฀LOT฀IN฀����฀AND฀
A฀GREATLY฀ALTERED฀HISTORIC฀BUILDING฀WOULD฀BOTH฀BE฀NON
CONTRIBUTING�฀#ONTRIBUT-
ING฀ELEMENTS฀ARE฀THOSE฀THAT฀MEET฀THE฀AGE�฀IMPORTANCE฀AND฀INTEGRITY฀QUALIlCA-

TIONS�฀!LL฀CONTRIBUTING฀ELEMENTS฀WITHIN฀.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀HISTORIC฀DISTRICTS฀ARE฀
ELIGIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀SAME฀BENElTS฀AS฀INDIVIDUALLY฀LISTED฀PROPERTIES�฀$ESPITE฀ITS฀LOCA-

TION฀WITHIN฀THE฀BOUNDARIES฀OF฀THE฀$OWNTOWN฀"ATON฀2OUGE฀(ISTORIC฀$ISTRICT�฀
THE฀SECOND฀BUILDING฀FROM฀THE฀LEFT฀IN฀THIS฀PICTURE฀ABOVE฀IS฀NOT฀INCLUDED฀ON฀THE฀
.ATIONAL฀2EGISTER฀BECAUSE฀OF฀ITS฀MODERN฀ROOF฀ADDITION�฀

For more information about National Register historic districts, see 

page 10 of the February 2006 and page 7 of the April 2005 issues 

of Preservation in Print by going to www.prcno.org and search-

ing the publication’s digital archives. You are also welcome to call 

the SHPO’s National Register Coordinator at 225.219.4595. For 

information on established local districts, contact the municipality’s 

zoning or planning department. For advice on establishing a local 

historic district commission, contact Jessica Golebiowski with the 

SHPO’s Certified Local Government program at 225.219.9771.
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 Contributing Elements

 Questions of Boundaries Local & National Districts


